
 

 
 

HA Chairs & Vice Chairs SDG  

Virtual Meeting 

Date: Tuesday 6 July 2021  

Time: 17.30-19.30 

 

In attendance  

Organisation  Name Job Title 

1. Adra Mark Jones Chair 

2. Barcud Cyf Stephen Cripps Chair 

3. Barcud Cyf John Jenkins Vice Chair 

4. Bro Myrddin HA Lesley Penn Chair 

5. Bron Afon Patrick Harkness Vice Chair 

6. ClwydAlyn Housing Stephen Porter Chair 

7. ClwydAlyn Housing Paul Robinson Vice Chair 

8. Community Housing Cymru Clarissa Corbisiero 
Director of Policy & External 

Affairs/Deputy Chief Executive 

9. Community Housing Cymru Stuart Ropke Chief Executive 

10. Community Housing Cymru Rhea Stevens Head of Policy & External Affairs 

11. Cynon Taf Community Housing 

Group 
Joy Kent Chair 

12. Hafod Dawn Jones Vice Chair 

13. Hafod Jonathan Morgan Chair 

14. Linc Cymru Julia Attwell Vice Chair 

15. Linc Cymru Richard Norton Chair 



 

16. Melin Homes Julie Thomas Chair 

17. Merthyr Valleys Homes Rachel Honey-Jones Vice Chair 

18. Monmouthshire Housing 

Association 
Anthony Deakin Vice Chair 

19. Newydd Housing Group Claire Marshall Chair 

20. North Wales Housing Bill Farnell Vice Chair 

21. Pobl Group Julian Bill Committee Chair 

22. Pobl Group David Staziker Committee Chair 

23. Trivallis Jonathan Huish Chair 

Apologies 

Cartrefi Conwy Jim Illidge Chair 

Hafan Cymru John Morgan Chair 

Valleys to Coast Anthony Whittaker Chair 

 

Agenda 

 Welcome and notes from the last meeting 

 Programme for Government and reflections post-election 

 Overview on key issues within PFG 

 Reflections on political changes and mood music  

 CHC’s post-election plan 

 Discussion on our post-election plan, feedback on the key issues for a 

possible pact 

 

 Affordability and rent setting 

 Presentation setting out rent decisions across the sector, support offer 

from CHC, risks and politics around affordability  

 Discussion  

 

 



 

 

Summary and actions 

Actions from the last meeting  

Clarissa provided an update on discussions with Shelter Cymru and the development 

of our support programme around ending evictions into homelessness. The group 

indicated that they would welcome a further conversation on homelessness at an 

appropriate point.  

Post-election landscape 

Clarissa provided a presentation setting out key issues from the programme for 

government and early discussions with Welsh Government on a new Pact, and a 

longer-term external facing campaign to demonstrate the role that housing 

associations play to create good quality, well paid jobs. Clarissa sought views on the 

key enabling measures that must form the basis of any future pact. Comments 

included:  

 Confidence on funding matters is essential to ensure that we can 

contribute to the 20,000 homes target. A longer-term settlement and some 

security about the quantum of funding is important here.  

 For care providers, the commitments around the real living wage are really 

welcome. Likewise the commitments in the programme for government 

around innovative housing to support people to live at home for longer. 

We do need a fairer funding settlement for social care to ensure that this is 

sustainable, with fairer fees at its heart. CHC is working closely with WLGA 

and provider organisations to lobby for this.  

 The sector should be prepared to make an offer to government as part of 

any pact. We should consider issues of quality and tenant engagement as 

part of this.  

 Decarbonisation is a big priority and funding and timescales must be a 

feature of any pact. The group discussed tactics and opportunities around 

funding issues.  

Actions:  

 CHC to use this feedback in any pact negotiation. 

 Key risk issues on affordability, homelessness, tenant engagement and 

quality to be considered by this group at an appropriate point given the 

huge impact that they have on the reputation of the sector and trust in it.  

 

 

 

https://chcymru.org.uk/uploads/resources_english/Programme_for_government_and_post_election_activity.pdf


 

 

 

Affordability  

Rhea Stevens provided an overview of the rental decisions that housing associations 

have taken, the support package in development and risks and opportunities to do 

more. Comments included:  

 The basis we use for assessing our progress on affordability and the extent 

that averages enable us to understand the granularity of impact and 

decisions.  

 Audience and who we ask to tell this story about rent setting and 

affordability - where is the tenants voice in this. How do we tell this story in 

a more impactful and human way.  

 We need to learn from the experience in England, particularly around the 

impact that the rent cut had on spending decisions.  

 The financial pressures on individuals as inflation rises and the economic 

impacts of the pandemic work their way through means that this issue will 

continue to receive attention and focus.  

 Our narrative needs to be based on honesty about where we are in the 

journey, what we know and what we are still working on.  

 

AOB  

 The next Virtual Board Member Cafe will take place on 16th June (8:30-

9:30am) and will focus on decarbonisation. You can book your place here 

 

 The second series of peer-to-peer learning sessions for board members 

will be starting in September. Full details here 

 

Next meeting 

Tuesday 28 September, 11am-1pm 

*Booking details will be circulated closer to the time 

https://chcymru.org.uk/uploads/resources_english/HA_Chairs__Vice_Chairs_SDG_6_July_Rent_and_Affordability.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-board-member-cafe-16th-july-tickets-126842636741
https://chcymru.org.uk/en/events/peer-to-peer-events-board-members/

